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Abstract. A new book by V.A. Kutyrev is called to save the man from eschatoloty of oneôs emptiness 

and technological advancement. He names the founders and installators of the new mathematically 

ideal world ð Galileo, Kant, Marx. Philosopher is preoccupied with the idea to protect the kingdom 

of a things and events, how to stop the disobjectification of the reality, itôs turn into structure and 

function. He authorizes the phenomenology as the general line of the life-affirming philosophy of the 

21st century. By getting after civilization, we have lost simplicity. Is it possible to be complex and 

simple at the same time? This is the paradox that the philosopher is trying to solve. How to return 

society to the natural fold of life? Do we need to invent other worlds? Can one allow to exist the 

Other? What is the human measure and where is the boundary between the possible and the 

acceptable? 
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1. Introduction 

Philosophies often become lopsided frames of thought. Kutyrevôs new book is not just another 

piece of criticism of the information-symbolic society, it has a lot of good philosophy, that punches the 

narrow path between agnosticism and technocracy, reism and structuralism. 

The main concerns of this thinker from Nijny Novgorod are as follows: 

- we have abandoned the integrity of life and replaced it with mathematization, 

chemicalization, informatization of being; 

- the technologies became an end in itself; we invest hope in them, that they will give us 

opulence, however, they pose a threat of substitution of reality by functions and 

methodologies (Kutyrev, 2011, 2010, 2016, 2018, 2019). 

If philosophy does not cease its passion for reductionism, it will lose touch with reality and will 

be replaced by art, mythology, and religion that happen to be more accurate and complete in their 

depiction of the real world than one-sided philosophical constructs. 

The book provides an overview of Kutyrevôs main story lines: the struggle of the natural and 

artificial, antinomies of the open vs. sustainable society, the threat of hypermodernism and 

transhumanism, the problems of the biotechnical design of a posthuman, the prospects for conservative 

philosophy, the justification of being. 
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The cumulative work of the Volga oracle attracts not so much by the already known prophetic 

alert of the expansion of the technosphere, yet as low-key reasoning about the problems of maintaining a 

sustainable order. Vladimir formulates a clear and ecophile message: the complexity of civilization, 

realized on the nano-, micro-, mega- and other levels, cannot be allowed to completely absorb the 

simplicity of the macrocosm, the original and natural abode of being. Our original home of things just 

needs to be saved. The philosophy of self-preservation formulates as a primary task the maintenance of 

and service to the haven of the lifeworlds of homo sapiens on Earth. En passant, he formulates an 

important definition of humanism as that, what is brought to the measure of man (Kutyrev, 2018: 105). 

2. Back to the being 

One of the objectives of the book «The owl of Minerva flies at dusk» ð the protection of entity-

event reality, the criticism of thoughtless scientific and technical constructivism, unlimited creativity, 

ingenuity in the spiritual of «otherness». The threat to being lies in its reduction to representationalism, 

functionalism, communicationalism, when the world-text reckoned not as a thing, not as a system, not as 

a subject and not even as their reflection, yet it is just an intersection of connections and relationships. 

Kutyrev is perturbed by the tendency of disobjectification, by the transformation of the entity-

substrate approach to the system-functional, the eviction of substratum and its replacement by 

functionality and structurality. Objects should not be the points of intersection of functions and system 

connections, and the mathematization of science is not necessarily an indicator of its high development. 

Kutyrevôs ontological program is simple and traditional as his entire system: 1) consciousness is 

thinking, 2) man is a thinker, 3) man is a subject, 4) man does exist, 5) we must continue our existence 

(Kutyrev, 2018: 428). 

Behind this there is a deep antireductionistic and anti-speculative principle: not to invent, not to 

manufacture, not to show off, not to undermine the basis of being, not to overturn the homo genus. 

The main mode of the author is deontological. Let us resist the formation of an impersonal robotic 

objective world! Do not separate thinking from consciousness! Do not turn life into a scheme! 

(Timoshchuk, 2017, 2019). 

Taken separately, neither reism, nor attributivism, nor relativism can not describe the world. The 

acknowledgment of the unity and relation of the various characteristics of being must be brought to the 

recognition of their interconvertability. This is the deepest manifestation of its dynamic unity (Kutyrev, 

2018: 19). 

Materialism rivalled during a classic time with idealism and began to lose its influence when 

science turned to the study of «invisible» worlds, micro and mega realities and relationships, i.e. turned 

into non-classical. The crisis of philosophy does not come from the fact that natural science has become 

materialistic, but by the fact that it has become too virtual and symbolic, taking up Higgs mathematical 

bosons instead of bodies, information instead of kinematics and diffraction. 

Following the «matter», the «ideal» evaporates somewhere as well. In the «New Philosophical 

Encyclopedia» (Moscow, 2001), for example, idealism is given one page, and the word «ideal» is 

completely absent (!!). 

Being and consciousness are continual identity. Being is included in consciousness, and 

consciousness is inserted into being. Being-consciousness. This is the phenomenology of the grassroots. 

Suchness. The dogma of all dogmas that is not deduced from anywhere. Itôs like a theophany that does 

not require inference characteristics of God. 

The goal of the book ð is the salvation of personhood. In his previous works, Vladimir was 

saving us from technology, from emptiness, from progress, yet here he saves us from self-apocalypse, an 

eschatological man-made tragedy. He saves us from Immanuel Kant, who launched the countdown of 

humanity. Kutyrev calls the Critique of pure reason «a speculative-philosophical atomic bomb in the 

sphere of the spirit» for the fact that it leaves the earth in a mental hypothetical space (Kutyrev, 2018: 13). 

He paints a picture of humanity's self-apocalypse with large strokes. Galileo, Kant, Marx here are 

the forerunners and installers of the mathematically formalized world, and M. Foucault and L. Althusser 

are the oracles of theoretical anti-humanism, a process without a subject. Let us forgive the alarmist 




